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Universal Tools are online tools that are available to ALL students.
Pointer: Use the Pointer tool to choose an answer (has been updated in 2025 for color and
size selection).

Cross-Off: Use the cross-off toll to mark answers that you believe are NOT correct.
Highlighter: Use the highlighter tool to highlight important information within a test question.
Notepad: Use the notepad to take notes within a test question an/or passage.

Magnifier: Use the magnifier tool to enlarge the information on the screen.

Line Guide: Use the line guide tool to help track a single line of text as you are reading.

Masking: Use the masking tool to block out areas of the text to focus your reading.
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Universal Tools are online tools that are available to ALL students.

The tools highlighted below are only available for designated math Items:

Measurement Tools: Use the ruler and protractor to measure within a test question.

Calculator: Use the Scientific Calculator to assist with calculations necessary to answe
questions on the test.

Graphing Tool: Use the graphing tool to perform calculations and produce graphs within a
test question

References Tool: Use the references tool to access the reference materials that are
available for your test.
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Help within the portal Help
iS available to a” TestDirections Tools Navigation How To Options

students during the sl | PR
assessment to assist e
with how things et e

upper-right corner of the screen and then choose Help from the menu.

WO rk C Stu d e ntS Ca n Across the top of the Help window, there are tabs for different areas of

information within help. Once a tab is chosen, the left pane will list the

CI ICk On the ? ma rk topics available for that area. Once a topic is chosen, the content for

that topic will be shown in the right pane of the Help window.

ICO n at a ny tl m e . You can also access the help library for some of the question types

and tools by choosing the question mark icon (@) that appears in the

upper-right corner of the question type or tool. When you choose this
icon, the help information for that question type or tool will be shown.

To close help, select the Close button (:Xj) in the upper-right corner of
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Pointer
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The Pointer tool is the default tool that is active when you begin. It is
used to choose answers as well as other tools and features within the
test.

The pointer will change to a finger pointer (<) when moved over an
answer bubble or selectable button. Use it to choose your answer or
select a button.

If another tool has been chosen, you can return to the pointer by
selecting the Pointer button.

Universal Tools ¢
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Question: 1 ~
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Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend
reading passages and use information from the passages it pays to give?
to write an opinion piece.

Before you begin writing your opinion piece, you will read @
two passages and answer three multiple-choice questions

and one short constructed-responsf T et R e e

you have read.

something.

Select Color

As you read the passages, think alf

in an opinion piece about giving an| ‘ N |il AR KB R RN |

These are the titles of the passa

Ctrl + arrow keys to move the window

Select Size

1. The Gift of Giving
2. Receiving Is Fun

Read the first passage.
The Gift of Gi
It's nice to get things. Getting a pre]

surprise. Even free candy bars are
better to be the person giving than

What does the author of “The Gift of Giving” mean by saying

It feels better to receive something than to give

you might receive something in

Ift, you will likely have to pay

ifts so people know you care

Giving to others is special. It makes people happy. Think
about how you would feel if someone gave you a new toy.
That's how others feel when you give to them. You make
yourself happy by making others happy.
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Cross-Off

&

The Cross-Off tool is used to narrow down the possible answer
choices by allowing you to mark choices you believe are not correct.
It is available only on questions with answer bubbles.

To use the Cross-Off tool, select the Cross-Off button. The Cross-Off
tool appears as a finger pointer (\{}j). Use it to place an X through an

answer you believe is not correct. Select the answer again to remove
the X.

Select the Cross-Off button again or the Pointer button to stop using
the Cross-Off tool.

P

Question: 13 *

Linda takes 4 children to a state fair. She gives 8 tickets to each child. She gives out a total of 32 tickets.

Which of these BEST describes this situation?

@ Tl

() 8 groups of 32 is 4

@ 4 groups and 32 groups is 8 groups

© Tz oUps
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The Highlighter tool is used to highlight important information. : _ ,
Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend

The Highlighter tool appears as a highlighter tip ( 4) when chosen. To trsf:{;g g:isp?giii?gcfe R
use the Highlighter tool, select the Highlighter button and then

choose Use Highlighter. Select the desired information to highlight. Before you begin writing your opinion piece, you will read
two passages and answer three multiple-choice questions

and one short constructed-response question about what

Select the highlighted information to remove the highlighting. You can you have read.

select the Highlighter button and then choose Clear All to remove all
the highlighting on a page. As you read the passages, think about details you may use
in an opinion piece about giving and receiving.

Select the Pointer button to stop using the Highlighter tool.
P g ghiig These are the titles of the passages you will read:
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The Notepad tool is used to place a short note.

To use the Notepad tool, select the Notepad button. A text box will
appear on the screen. Enter text in the notepad using the keyboard.

To resize the notepad, select and drag the Resize Notepad button
(/) in the lower-right corner of the notepad to change the size of the
text box. Select and drag the bar at the top of the window to move
the notepad to a different location on the screen if needed.

To close the notepad, select the Close button ( ) in the upper-right
corner of the notepad or select the Notepad button again. The
Notepad button will change to a box with two lines (é) when you

have entered text. To reopen the notepad, select the Notepad button.

Question: 4 ~
(v 2B a =@

Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend ] The authors of “The Gift of Giving” and “R
reading passages and use information from the passages discuss gift giving and receiving. How are
to write an opinion piece. discuss similar?

Before you begin writing ya

two passages and answd Notepad

and one short constructe]Testing 1,2,3..
you have read.

As you read the passage]
in an opinion piece abou

These are the titles of t

1. The Gift of Giving
2. Receiving Is Fun

Read the first passage.
The
It's nice to get things. Ge|

surprise. Even free cand
better to be the person g

Giving to others is specia.. ......c.ce poop.. .Sl * armow keys to move the window
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For all device types except iPads, the Magnifier tool allows you to Off
enlarge the entire screen. For an iPad, the Magnifier tool resets the
magnification of the screen to no magnification.

Section 1 of this test assesse skill to comprehend
reading passages and use ini x 1.5 »n from the passages

To use the Magnifier tool on devices other than an iPad, select the GRS SpapIn ol pIees.

Magnifier button and then choose the level of magnification desired. B : 52 x2.0 . .

: : efore you begin writing your 1 piece, you will read
Scroll the window left and right or up and down to see the rest of the two passages and answer th iple-choice questions
enlarged screen. and one short constructed-rey x 3.0 |question about what
you have read.

To enlarge the screen using an iPad, use the standard iPad screen

g x 4.0
gesture (pinch and zoom). As you read the passages, th ut details you may use
; = - 3 in an opinion piece about giving and receiving.
To stop using the Magnifier tool, select the Magnifier button again P P giving g

and then choose Off. These are the titles of the passages you will read:
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Line Guide

Line Guide
=<

The Line Guide tool can be used to bring focus to a single line or
block of text.

To use the Line Guide tool, select the Line Guide button. The line
guide will appear as a solid line with a handle. Choose the line or the

handle (##*) to move the line up or down. For questions that have

multiple panes, you may select the line or the handle and drag the
line guide from one pane to the other.

Select the Line Guide button to stop using the Line Guide tool.

P
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Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend
reading passages and use information from the passages
to write an opinion piece.

Before you begin writing your opinion piece, you will rea
two passages and answer three multiple-choice questiol
and one short constructed-response question about what
you have read.

As you read the passages, think about details you may use
in an opinion piece about giving and receiving.

These are the titles of the passages you will read:
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Masking

Masking

=

The Masking option allows you to block off parts of a test question.
To use the masking option, select the Masking button and then
choose Add Mask to add a mask.

Masking 1 x [}

The mask will appear in the upper-left corner of the screen. Select
and drag the mask to move it to a different location on the screen if
needed. To resize the mask, select and drag the Resize Mask button
(%2) in the lower-right corner of the mask. You can make up to six

N

Question: 5 ~

Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend
reading passages and use information from the passages
to write an opinion piece.

Before you begin writing your opinion piece, you will read
Masking 1

Ctrl + arrow keys to move the window
1LMNe JIliL O1 vivina
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Measurement Tools

Measurement Tools
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The Measurement Tools button allows you to access the
measurement tools that are available for your test.

To use a measurement tool, select the Measurement Tools button and
then choose from the available tools. The chosen tool will appear on
the screen. In some cases, only one measurement tool will be
available and it will appear when the Measurement Tools button is
selected.

For more help on each of the measurement tools, choose the topic
from the Help window under Tools.

' X
Universal Tools ¢
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Ruler

[ PLE EIE rpr iy
2 3

4 5 6

Tin

& (]
The ruler allows you to measure the size of an object.

To use the Ruler tool, select the Measurement Tools button and then,
if more than one measurement tool is available, choose the ruler you
want to use. Select and drag the ruler to the desired position. Select
and drag the circle (C) in the lower-left corner of the ruler to rotate
the ruler.

Select the Measurement Tools button and then choose the ruler again
or select the Close button () to stop using the Ruler tool.

Protractor

The protractor allows you to measure angles.
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Scientific Calculator- Grades 6-8 Mathematics, High School
Physical Science and Algebra: Concepts and Connections

Question: 1

«cBlrc-pa=800 &

Scientific Calculator

The Calculator tool may be used to assist with calculations o ‘
necessary to answer questions on the test. Aiichequdont form ok e finciy

Look at the quadratic function show Scientific Calculator

. ‘e @ fx)=(x—4)2+15
To use the Scientific Calculator tool, select the Calculator button. ;

Select and drag the bar at the top of the window to move the ® 9= (x- 4P -1
calculator to a different location on the screen if needed. @© f(x) = (x~3)(x~5)

@ f(x) = (x+ 3)(x + 5)

The scientific calculator is a comprehensive calculator with the ability
to perform complex calculations. Choose the buttons or use your
keyboard to enter numbers and operations into the calculator. The
buttons shown may or may not be available.

v n
The Enter button () will display the answer to the equation. sin | cos | ten

( )

The Clear All button ( clear all ) clears the display.
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Graphing Tool: Grade 8 Mathematics and Algebra: Concepts and
Connections

Question: 1 ~

Graphing_ Tool GILG D)

@ Look at the quadrag{eicldyllylefLelel}

+

The graphing tool is designed to perform calculations and produce Which equivalent Reverse contrast
graphs. Braille Mode

fx) = (x—4)? v Grid v Axis Numbers
To use the graphing tool, select the Graphing Tool button. Select and ® fx) = (x— 42 & e/ ociiiios
drag the bar at the top to move the graphing tool to a different ® M= (x— 3K

location on the screen if needed. ¥ X-Axis
@ fx) = (x +3)( —— -10 <x<10

Arrows

v Y-Axis
Calculations: 1388 <y< 138

More Options

Use the keyboard to enter numbers and symbols. The result of the Hniiians
calculation will be shown in a box in the lower-right corner of the : v ;
input area.




2{ Universal Tools 3¢

References Tool: Allows students to access the reference materials
that are available for their specific test(s). e

fot

The formula sheet provides various information that may be used to
help you answer the questions on the test.

References
To use the Formula Sheet tool, select the References button and

Rt then, if more than one reference is available, choose the reference
you want. Select and drag the bar at the top of the window to move
the reference to a different location on the screen if needed. The
formula sheet may require scrolling to see the entire contents.

The References tool allows you to access the reference materials that Select the References button and then choose the type of reference
are availab|e fOF yOUI' test. again or select the Close button ([X:) to stop using the References

tool.

To use the References tool, select the References button and then, if
more than one reference is available, choose the reference you want. cPHlrc-vo=8086 8

Select and drag the bar at the top of the window to move the -
reference to a different location on the screen if needed. e Eormute Susdatc Formutas

Slope Formula Quadratic Equations

Which equival
mm 220 Standard Form: y=ax?+bx+c
- x

! Vertex Form: y=a(x—hy?+k
@ fx) = (x— s

Select the References button and then choose the type of reference ,

Slope-lntercept Form:  y = mx
® fx) = Quadratic Formula
fix) = (x=| | Point-Siope Form: ¥ — y;, = m(x

: roy : i
again or select the Close button ((X,) to stop using the References I e A

Average Rate of Change

divided by the change in the x-value for two distinct
points on a graph.

tool @ 1= (4| | Re ’ Averago et of chango et change e vl

Statistics Formulas

Midpoint of a Line Segment
(tx, ntr
z 2

Exponential Formulas

Mean is the sum of all the data values divided by
the total number of data values.

Interquartile Range (IQR)
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References Tool: Allows students to access the reference materials
that are available for their specific test(s).

References

Rof.

The References tool allows you to access the reference materials that
are available for your test.

To use the References tool, select the References button and then, if
more than one reference is available, choose the reference you want.
Select and drag the bar at the top of the window to move the
reference to a different location on the screen if needed.

Select the References button and then choose the type of reference
again or select the Close button ([Xj) to stop using the References
tool.

Periodic Table

(]

The Periodic Table provides information on the chemical elements.

To use the Periodic Table tool, select the Periodic Table button and
the periodic table will appear. To see a larger version of any of the
element boxes, choose the element box. An enlarged version of that
element will appear in a row from left to right, across the top of the
test. A second row will be started once the first row is completed and
any further elements chosen will begin to stack up on the first
element of the second row. Select the bar at the top of an element
box to move it to a different location on the screen if needed.

< Bz -®a=8a&m R

Section 1 of this test assesses your skill o comprehend Which sentence from “Thinking up a Storm” BEST <
reading passages and use information from the passages il the conclusion that when brainstorming. even sug
to write an i A

Before you
passages a
constructed

As youread| .
in an inform:
organize a 5|

Thesearet| |

1. Thinking
2. The Tean| .

Read the fi] | 4

Tucker and oot e %
upcoming s Pa [ U
they are ha | v
Anita wisely
the ideas th:
s||\~y Olrl uEus Ctrl + arrow keys to move the window
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Writer’s Checklist: Available to students for each of the Writing Task
questions.

Question: 5 ~

< | > JINEACKC

B)

Section 1 of this test assesses your skill to comprehend
reading passages and use information from the passages
to write an opinion piece.

Before you begin writing your opinion piece, you will read
two passages and answer three multiple-choice questions

an

Select to Enlarge [x]

Writer’s Checklist

Be sure to:

* Introduce your opinion.

+ Support your opinion with reasons and details from
the passages.
Give your reasons and details in a clear order.
Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words,
except when quoting directly from the passages.
Identify the passages by title or number when using
details or facts directly from the passages.
Use linking words to connect ideas.
Use clear language and vocabulary.
Have a strong conclusion that supports your opinion.
Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation.

WRITING TASK

you think is better.

opinion piece.

Some people think it is better to give than to receive.
Other people think it is better to receive than to give.

Think about the ideas in the two passages. Then type an
opinion piece that gives your opinion about which idea

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your

Writer’s Checklist

Select to Enlarge

Refer to the Writer’s Checklist as you type and
proofread your piece.

%@ ||

Now type your opinion piece in the space provided.

Question:

lll P Q =
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B i [
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Read

Trg
as Brg
Brayd
scent
pouch

Brg
annua
paren
spend|
summ
skatelf
comm|
juice g
backp|

“Le
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twent
locked
“Let's
groan
follow
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Select

Be su

o and then
to Enlarge
Narrative Writer's Checklist
re to:
Write a narrative response that develops a real or
imagined experience.
Establish a context for the experience and a point of view.
Introduce a narrator and/or characters.
Organize events in a natural and logical order.
Use a variety of transitions to sequence the events,
to indicate shifts from one time frame or setting to
another, and to show the relationships between
the events.
Use dialogue, description, pacing, and/or reflection to:
develop events.
develop characters.
o develop experiences.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details,

and sensory language to communicate the action and to
describe the events.

Include a conclusion that reflects on the experience in
your narrative.

Use ideas and/or details from the passage(s).

Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation.

Ctrl + arrow keys to move the window

ae how “Tranquility Falls” would change if it were

from the father’s point of view. Then rewrite the first

baragraphs of the story from the father’s point of view.

e to include details from the story in your narrative.
Narrative Writer’s Checklist

Select to Enlarge

lype your narrative in the space provided. Refer to
riter’s Checklist as you type and proofread your
ive.
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